TRAVANCORE

^The firs.t indispensable condition precedent to any civil
resistance is that there should be surety against any outbreak
of violence, whether on the part of those who are identified
with civil resistance or on the part of the o-eneral public."

Shown the report about the Travancore Stffte Congress
having resolved on reviving civil resistance on March 25, GandbiJi
remarked:

Having been out of touch with everything since
my leaving Segaon, that is nearly a fottnight, I do not
feel competent to give decisive opinion upon the pendin^
resumption of civil resistance in Travancore. But I have
no difficulty in stating certain general principles. The
first indispensable condition precedent to any civil resis-
tance is that there should be sutety against any outbreak
of violence, whether on the part of those -who are identi-
fied -with civil resistance or on the part of the general
public. It "would be no answer, in the case of an outbreak
of violence, that it "was instigated by the State or other
agencies hostile to civil resistors. It should be obvious
that civil resistance caxmot flourish in an atmosphere of
violence. This does not mean that the resources of a
satyagrahi have come to an end. Ways other than civil
disobedience should be found out. The second condi-
-tion is that disobedience should not be destructive, i.e..,
harmful to the country. The laws to be picked up, there-
fore, should be those -which are harmful to the people, or
laws whose breach "will not barm the people but are likely
merely to make more work for the authorities. Thirdly,
it must be a movement in "which the largest number of
people can take part. Fourthly, students should not be
invited or allowed to take part in civil resistance. There
should be no secrecy. Civil resisters must conform to the
mimmum requirements that may be laid down for the